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GONE ARE THE DAYS

OF THE GREASE BOARD

P2’'S NEW TIME TRAC SYSTEM TAKES AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE TO A NEW LEVEL

by Gates L. Scott

any technologies have been
developed to ease the work-
load inside the cockpit. The

glass cockpit revolution, for example,
has maximized all available technolo-
gies and minimized pilot workload. But
what about the aircraft itself? What
technologies can we utilize to maintain
and improve its upkeep?

The grease board has always been

an ominous placard hanging on the
walls of maintenance shops reminding
both the aircraft's owner and his or
her trusted mechanic that work needs
to be done: your tail number in black
and the maintenance squawks in red.
The owner and the mechanic work in
unison to keep the ship airworthy and
safe, gazing at the worn grease board
for guidance.

Gone are the days of scribbling

notes on the grease board. Since it's
every aircraft owner's responsibility to
maintain the airworthiness and safety
of their aircraft, we have now found a
better way to document maintenance
records and simplify the process. In
Section 91.405 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, it reads: “Each owner or
operator of an aircraft shall ensure that
maintenance personnel make appropri-
ate entries in the aircraft maintenance
records indicating the aircraft has been
approved for return of service.”

In a sister section, Section 91.417
Maintenance Records, it says: “Each
registered owner or operator should
keep the following records of mainte-
nance, preventative maintenance. ..
and the current status of life-limited
parts of each airframe, engine, propel-
ler, and appliance.” As a registered
owner, you're on the hook to keep
good records.

PilotMag, in past issues, has
uncovered some sketchy mainte-
nance shops and mechanics who
fraudulently doctored the books of
many unsuspecting aircraft owners,
leaving them in a big lurch. Now,

this isn't a rant on bad mechanics,

as the industry is full of very talented
folks. However, we sometimes take
for granted the entries and squawks
being registered on our behalf. We put
our trust in someone who ultimately
isn't responsible for the safe operation
of our aircraft.

Maintenance tracking has come a
long way since the grease board.
There are a host of online software
packages that assist in the entry

of records. The only real hitch with
these online products is that they
don't tell a story. If you think about
it, entering your maintenance records
and squawks into an online software
program is really just a glorified main-
tenance logbook. As an owner, you
can no longer trust scribbled notes
on a board, inaccurate Hobbs meters,
potential transposition errors, or, for
that matter, someone else’s server.
Wouldn't it be great to have a piece
of hardware attached to the aircraft
that can actually tell a detailed, cus-
tomized story about its maintenance
and upkeep?

Enter the Time Trac

Keeping track of what needs to be
inspected or replaced requires a

great deal of time. The Time Trac is

a fully integrated tool: a hardware/
software package that is comprised of
a small electronic data recorder that
can be installed in any aircraft and

a user-friendly software program for
your personal computer. Data is stored
and recorded, then easily downloaded

A system that is designed specifically for small- to mid-
sized general aviation aircraft, the Time Trac provides every
aircraft owner a better way to track maintenance needs.

onto your personal computer. Flight
times, and a “journey log"” are ap-
plied to life-limited components and
mission information, recording up to
2,700 events in any one given flight.

With its own internal, worldwide
database of more than 8,000 airports,
Time Trac will also record departure
and arrival information telling the

full story of each hour flown. Are

you flying into a grass strip with no
name, or on a remote mission in your
helicopter? No problem. You can
customize the mission’s relevance as
it relates to a particular maintenance
record or life-limited components with
simple LAT/LONG entries.

Similar to Quicken—an Intuit software
product for personal finance—Time
Trac's software package requires you
to upload the aircraft's maintenance
log information, as you would your
bank accounts in Quicken, and allows
you to prepare customized status
reports of all these life-limited com-
ponents. A system that is designed
specifically for small- to mid-sized
general aviation aircraft, the Time Trac
provides every aircraft owner a better
way to track maintenance needs. Buy
it once and use it forever.

“We believe that working machines
can best take advantage of our
product. Caravans and Air Tractors
can keep a journey log and keep more
accurate records,” says Steve Petrich,
founder and president of P2 Aviation
Technology. P2, who in the early 90s
developed the 9600 Amphibian Gear
Advisory System (AGAS) unit currently
onboard of more than 80 percent

of amphibian aircraft, is developing

products to ensure quality, reliability,
and safety. They have also developed
the gear-up 6601 Audio Advisory
System that can be installed on any-
thing from the smallest retractable
gear aircraft to the King Air 90-series
turboprops.

“We work on products that ease
the workload on the ground as
well as in the air,” explains Petrich.
“Nothing is more gratifying to me
than having one of our custom-
ers tell me how our products have
made their flying safer.”

Time Trac is an effective tool that can
reduce your workload and allow you
more responsibility in the safety and
airworthiness of your aircraft. For a
$2,495, one-time cost, you own the
hardware and the software. The data
that is compiled is yours to keep and
is not dependent on anyone else’s
server—or smudges on the grease
board. P2 will also provide minor
software upgrades for free and has a
network of dealers around the country
to assist with your installation and
purchase. The cost of some online,
subscription-based, logbook services
are more than the Time Trac alone.

Eliminating more mistakes and spend-
ing less time on the maintenance of
your aircraft saves you money and

keeps you safe. It's worth every penny. ®

WANT MORE?
Visit P2 Aviation Technology

and learn more about their
products at: www.p2inc.com,
or call 952-472-2577.
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